Surgical and nonsurgical complications associated with cochlear prosthesis implantation.
Relatively few complications have been reported for cochlear implant surgery in spite of a recent report detailing a complication rate of 11.8 percent. This report highlights both the surgical and nonsurgical complications we have encountered that have resulted in either replacement of the implanted prosthesis or compromise of the sound processing strategy employed by the external unit. These complications make a strong argument for the use of preoperative, intraoperative, and postoperative radiologic examinations. Since the complications reported herein have not been attributed to the implant device proper, we feel cochlear implantation remains a safe and effective procedure for those patients who are untreatable by traditional methods.